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Lost Girls of Paris by Pam Jenoff  
A remarkable story of friendship and courage centered around three women and a ring of female 
secret agents during World War II. Vividly rendered and inspired by true events, New York 
Times bestselling author Pam Jenoff shines a light on the incredible heroics of the brave women of 
the war and weaves a mesmerizing tale of courage, sisterhood and the great strength of women to 
survive in the hardest of circumstances. 
 
The Alice Network by Kate Quinn  
In an enthralling new historical novel from national bestselling author Kate Quinn, two women—a 
female spy recruited to the real-life Alice Network in France during World War I and an 
unconventional American socialite searching for her cousin in 1947—are brought together in a 
mesmerizing story of courage and redemption. Both funny and heartbreaking, this epic journey of 
two courageous women is an unforgettable tale of little-known wartime glory and sacrifice.  
 
The River of Doubt by Candice Millard 
At once an incredible adventure narrative and a penetrating biographical portrait, The River of Doubt 
is the true story of Theodore Roosevelt’s harrowing exploration of one of the most dangerous rivers 
on earth. After his humiliating election defeat in 1912, Roosevelt set his sights on the most punishing 
physical challenge he could find, the first descent of an unmapped, rapids-choked tributary of the 
Amazon. Together with his son Kermit and Brazil’s most famous explorer, Cândido Mariano da Silva 
Rondon, Roosevelt accomplished a feat so great that many at the time refused to believe it. In the 
process, he changed the map of the western hemisphere forever. 
 
The Other Wes Moore by Wes Moore 
Two kids named Wes Moore were born blocks apart within a year of each other. Both grew up 
fatherless in similar Baltimore neighborhoods and had difficult childhoods; both hung out on street 
corners with their crews; both ran into trouble with the police. How, then, did one grow up to be a 
Rhodes Scholar, decorated veteran, White House Fellow, and business leader, while the other 
ended up a convicted murderer serving a life sentence? Wes Moore, the author of this fascinating 
book, sets out to answer this profound question. In alternating narratives that take readers from 
heart-wrenching losses to moments of surprising redemption, The Other Wes Moore tells the story of 
a generation of boys trying to find their way in a hostile world. 
 
Where the Crawdad’s Sing by Delia Owens 
For years, rumors of the "Marsh Girl" have haunted Barkley Cove, a quiet town on the North Carolina 
coast. So in late 1969, when handsome Chase Andrews is found dead, the locals immediately 
suspect Kya Clark, the so-called Marsh Girl. But Kya is not what they say. Sensitive and intelligent, 
she has survived for years alone in the marsh that she calls home, finding friends in the gulls and 
lessons in the sand. Then the time comes when she yearns to be touched and loved. When two 
young men from town become intrigued by her wild beauty, Kya opens herself to a new life--until the 
unthinkable happens. Where the Crawdads Sing is at once an exquisite ode to the natural world, a 
heartbreaking coming-of-age story, and a surprising tale of possible murder.  
 
Marjorie Morningstar by Herman Wouk 
A starry-eyed young beauty, Marjorie Morgenstern is nineteen years old when she leaves New York 
to accept the job of her dreams-working in a summer-stock company for Noel Airman, its talented 
and intensely charismatic director. Released from the social constraints of her traditional Jewish 
family, and thrown into the glorious, colorful world of theater, Marjorie finds herself entangled in a 
powerful affair with the man destined to become the greatest-and the most destructive-love of her 
life. Rich with humor and poignancy, Marjorie Morningstar is a classic love story, one that spans two 
continents and two decades in the life of its heroine.  
 



Santiago Women’s Book Club 2019-20 Book Recommendations 2 
 

The Day the World Came to Town by Jim DeFede 
In the immediate aftermath of the attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon, 38 commercial 
airliners carrying over 6,000 passengers were forced, as a precautionary measure, to land in Gander, 
Newfoundland, Canada. Due to the ongoing closure of U.S. airspace, the passengers spent four days in 
this isolated town of 10,000 before being allowed to continue on their way. In that time, Gander's 
residents rallied together to extend a kind of hospitality that seems too expansive for the word hospitality. 
Townspeople not only opened schools and legion halls for use as emergency shelters, they invited the 
passengers into their homes for showers, meals, and warm beds while local businesses simply gave 
toiletries and clothing to passengers stuck without luggage. Despite the grim consequences that led to the 
situation, DeFede finds humor. But the real message of the book is how, even in times of great turmoil 
and conflict, people can and must look to one another for comfort, help, and hope. 
 
Look Again by Lisa Scottaline 
When reporter Ellen Gleeson gets a "Have You Seen This Child?" flyer in the mail, she almost 
throws it away. But something about it makes her look again, and her heart stops—the child in the 
photo is identical to her adopted son, Will. Her every instinct tells her to deny the similarity between 
the boys, because she knows her adoption was lawful. But she's a journalist and won't be able to 
stop thinking about the photo until she figures out the truth. And she can't shake the question: if Will 
rightfully belongs to someone else, should she keep him or give him up? She investigates, 
uncovering clues no one was meant to discover, and when she digs too deep, she risks losing her 
own life—and that of the son she loves.  
 
A Piece of the World by Christina Baker Kline 
To Christina Olson, the entire world was her family’s remote farm in the small coastal town of 
Cushing, Maine. Born in the home her family had lived in for generations, and increasingly 
incapacitated by illness, Christina seemed destined for a small life. Instead, for more than twenty 
years, she was host and inspiration for the artist Andrew Wyeth, and became the subject of one of 
the best known American paintings of the twentieth century. As she did in her beloved smash 
bestseller Orphan Train, Christina Baker Kline interweaves fact and fiction in a powerful novel that 
illuminates a little-known part of America’s history. Bringing into focus the flesh-and-blood woman 
behind the portrait, she vividly imagines the life of a woman with a complicated relationship to her 
family and her past, and a special bond with one of our greatest modern artists. 
 
Reading Lolita in Tehran by Azar Nafisi 

An inspired blend of memoir and literary criticism, Reading Lolita in Tehran is a moving testament to 
the power of art and its ability to change and improve people's lives. In 1995, after resigning from her 
job as a professor at a university in Tehran due to repressive policies, Azar Nafisi invited seven of 
her best female students to attend a weekly study of great Western literature in her home. Since the 
books they read were officially banned by the government, the women were forced to meet in secret, 
often sharing photocopied pages of the illegal novels. For two years they met to talk, share, and 
"shed their mandatory veils and robes and burst into color." Though most of the women were shy 
and intimidated at first, they soon became emboldened by the forum and used the meetings as a 
springboard for debating the social, cultural, and political realities of living under strict Islamic rule.  
 
Hellspark by Janet Kagan  
Murder, mystery, and interstellar intrigue! Lassti, a newly discovered planet, is the center of political 
intrigue. Recently the planet survey team’s physicist was found dead. Was he killed? If so, by who? 
One of his fellow surveyors? Or by one of the birdlike natives of Lassti? This is, if they are intelligent 
at all, which is proving hard to tell. Into this mix arrives Tocohl, a Hellspark trader who just wanted to 
have a vacation. After being attacked, rescuing a young woman, and going before a judge, Tocohl 
has learned all she ever wanted to know about being in the wrong place at the wrong time. Now she 
is seeking answers to mysteries that could save a world. 
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Dragon Flight by Ann McCraffrey 
On a beautiful world called Pern, an ancient way of life is about to come under attack from a myth 
that is all too real. Lessa is an outcast survivor—her parents murdered, her birthright stolen—a 
strong young woman who has never stopped dreaming of revenge. But when an ancient threat to 
Pern reemerges, Lessa will rise—upon the back of a great dragon with whom she shares a 
telepathic bond more intimate than any human connection. Together, dragon and rider will fly . . . 
and Pern will be changed forever. 
 
A Reliable Wife by Robert Goolrich 
Rural Wisconsin, 1909. In the bitter cold, Ralph Truitt, a successful businessman, stands alone on a 
train platform waiting for the woman who answered his newspaper advertisement for "a reliable 
wife." But when Catherine Land steps off the train from Chicago, she's not the "simple, honest 
woman" that Ralph is expecting. She is both complex and devious, haunted by a terrible past and 
motivated by greed. Her plan is simple: she will win this man's devotion, and then, ever so slowly, 
she will poison him and leave Wisconsin a wealthy widow. What she has not counted on, though, is 
that Truitt — a passionate man with his own dark secrets —has plans of his own for his new wife. 
Isolated on a remote estate and imprisoned by relentless snow, the story of Ralph and Catherine 
unfolds in unimaginable ways. 
 
The Clockmaker’s Daughter by Kate Morton 
In the summer of 1862, a group of young artists led by the passionate and talented Edward Radcliffe 
descends upon Birchwood Manor on the banks of the Upper Thames. Their plan: to spend a 
secluded summer month in a haze of inspiration and creativity. But by the time their stay is over, one 
woman has been shot dead while another has disappeared; a priceless heirloom is missing; and 
Edward Radcliffe's life is in ruins. Told by multiple voices across time, The Clockmaker's Daughter is 
a story of murder, mystery, and thievery, of art, love and loss. And flowing through its pages like a 
river, is the voice of a woman who stands outside time, whose name has been forgotten by history, 
but who has watched it all unfold: Birdie Bell, the clockmaker's daughter. 
 
The Storyteller’s Secret by Sejal Badani 
Nothing prepares Jaya, a New York journalist, for the heartbreak of her third miscarriage and the 
slow unraveling of her marriage in its wake. Desperate to assuage her deep anguish, she decides to 
go to India to uncover answers to her family’s past. Intoxicated by the sights, smells, and sounds she 
experiences, Jaya becomes an eager student of the culture. But it is Ravi—her grandmother’s 
former servant and trusted confidant—who reveals the resilience, struggles, secret love, and tragic 
fall of Jaya’s pioneering grandmother during the British occupation. Through her courageous 
grandmother’s arrestingly romantic and heart-wrenching story, Jaya discovers the legacy 
bequeathed to her and a strength that, until now, she never knew was possible. 

Saving Sophie by Ronald H. Balson 

Jack Sommers was just an ordinary accountant from Chicago. That is, until his wife passed away, 
his young daughter was kidnapped, and he became the main suspect in an $88 million dollar 
embezzlement case. Now, Jack is on the run, hoping to avoid the feds long enough to rescue his 
daughter, Sophie, from her maternal grandfather, a suspected terrorist in Palestine. With the help of 
the investigative team who first appeared in Once We Were Brothers, Liam and Catherine, and a 
new CIA operative, a secret mission is launched to not only rescue Sophie, but also to thwart a 
major terrorist attack in Hebron. But will being caught in the crossfires of the Palestine-Israeli conflict 
keep their team from accomplishing the task at hand, or can they overcome the odds and save 
countless lives, including their own? 
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Magic Hour by Kristin Hannah 

In the rugged Pacific Northwest lies the Olympic National Forest—nearly a million acres of 
impenetrable darkness and impossible beauty. From deep within this old growth forest, a six-year-
old girl appears. Speechless and alone, she offers no clue as to her identity, no hint of her past. 
Having retreated to her western Washington hometown after a scandal left her career in ruins, child 
psychiatrist Dr. Julia Cates is determined to free the extraordinary little girl she calls Alice from a 
prison of unimaginable fear and isolation. To reach her, Julia must discover the truth about Alice’s 
past—although doing so requires help from Julia’s estranged sister, a local police officer. The 
shocking facts of Alice’s life test the limits of Julia’s faith and strength, even as she struggles to 
make a home for Alice—and for herself. 
 
Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte 
Wuthering Heights tells the story of a romance between two youngsters: Catherine Earnshaw and an 
orphan boy, Heathcliff. After she rejects him for a boy from a better background he develops a lust 
for revenge that takes over his life. In attempting to win her back and destroy those he blames for his 
loss Heathcliff creates a living hell for those who live at Wuthering Heights. This tale of hauntings, 
passion and greed remains unsurpassed in its depiction of the dark side of love.    


