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The Blue Castle by Lucy Maude Montgomery  
 
Valancy lives a drab life with her overbearing mother and prying aunt. Then a shocking diagnosis from Dr. 
Trent prompts her to make a fresh start. For the first time, she does and says exactly what she feels. As 
she expands her limited horizons, Valancy undergoes a transformation, discovering a new world of love 
and happiness. One of Lucy Maud Montgomery's only novels intended for an adult audience, The Blue 
Castle is filled with humour and romance. 
 
The Elegance of a Hedgehog by Muriel Barbery 
 
Renee is the concierge of a grand Parisian apartment building. Over the years she has maintained her 
carefully constructed persona as someone reliable but totally uncultivated. But beneath this facade lies 
the real Renee: passionate about culture and the arts, and more knowledgeable in many ways than her 
employers with their outwardly successful but emotionally void lives. Meanwhile, several floors up, twelve-
year-old Paloma Josse is determined to avoid the pampered and vacuous future laid out for her, and 
decides to end her life on her thirteenth birthday. But unknown to them both, the sudden death of one of 
their privileged neighbours will dramatically alter their lives forever.  
 
Mr. President: George Washington and the Making of the Nation's Highest Office 
by Harlow Giles Unger 
 
Although the framers gave the president little authority, Washington knew whatever he did would set 
precedents for generations of his successors. To ensure their ability to defend the nation, he simply 
ignored the Constitution when he thought it necessary and reshaped the presidency. A revealing new 
look at the birth of American government, the book describes George Washington's assumption of office 
in a time of continual crisis, as riots, rebellion, internecine warfare, and attacks by foreign enemies 
threatened to destroy the new nation. Drawing on rare documents and letters, Unger shows how 
Washington combined political cunning, daring, and sheer genius to seize ever-widening powers to solve 
each crisis. 
 
The Last Train to Paradise by Les Standiford 
 
The fast-paced and gripping true account of the extraordinary construction and spectacular demise of the 
Key West Railroad—one of the greatest engineering feats ever undertaken, destroyed in one fell swoop 
by the Labor Day hurricane of 1935. Brilliant and driven entrepreneur Henry Flagler’s dream fulfilled, the 
Key West Railroad stood as a magnificent achievement for more than twenty-two years, heralded as “the 
Eighth Wonder of the World.” Standiford brings the full force and fury of 1935’s deadly “Storm of the 
Century” and its sweeping destruction of “the railroad that crossed an ocean” to terrifying life. 
 
The Great Alone by Kristin Hannah 
 
Ernt Allbright, a former POW, comes home from the Vietnam war a changed and volatile man. When he 
loses yet another job, he makes an impulsive decision: he will move his family north, to Alaska, where 
they will live off the grid in America’s last true frontier. In this unforgettable portrait of human frailty and 
resilience, Kristin Hannah reveals the indomitable character of the modern American pioneer and the 
spirit of a vanishing Alaska—a place of incomparable beauty and danger. The Great Alone is a daring, 
beautiful, stay-up-all-night story about love and loss, the fight for survival, and the wildness that lives in 
both man and nature. 
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Before We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate 
 
Based on one of America’s most notorious real-life scandals—in which Georgia Tann, director of a 
Memphis-based adoption organization, kidnapped and sold poor children to wealthy families all over the 
country—Wingate’s riveting, wrenching, and ultimately uplifting tale reminds us how, even though the 
paths we take can lead to many places, the heart never forgets where we belong. 
 
The Left Hand of Darkness by Ursula K. LeGuin 
 
A lone human ambassador is sent to Winter, an alien world without sexual prejudice, where the 
inhabitants can change their gender whenever they choose. His goal is to facilitate Winter's inclusion in a 
growing intergalactic civilization. But to do so he must bridge the gulf between his own views and those of 
the strange, intriguing culture he encounters. Embracing the aspects of psychology, society, and human 
emotion on an alien world, The Left Hand of Darkness stands as a landmark achievement in the annals of 
intellectual science fiction. 
 
The Dispossessed by Ursula K. LeGuin 
 
A bleak moon settled by utopian anarchists, Anarres has long been isolated from other worlds, including 
its mother planet, Urras—a civilization of warring nations, great poverty, and immense wealth. Now 
Shevek, a brilliant physicist, is determined to reunite the two planets, which have been divided by 
centuries of distrust. He will seek answers, question the unquestionable, and attempt to tear down the 
walls of hatred that have kept them apart. To visit Urras—to learn, to teach, to share—will require great 
sacrifice and risks, which Shevek willingly accepts. But the ambitious scientist's gift is soon seen as a 
threat, and in the profound conflict that ensues, he must reexamine his beliefs even as he ignites the fires 
of change. 
 
The Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead 
 
Cora is a slave on a cotton plantation in Georgia. Life is hell for all the slaves, but especially bad for Cora; 
an outcast even among her fellow Africans, she is coming into womanhood—where even greater pain 
awaits. When Caesar, a recent arrival from Virginia, tells her about the Underground Railroad, they 
decide to take a terrifying risk and escape. Cora encounters different worlds at each stage of her 
journey—hers is an odyssey through time as well as space. The Underground Railroad is at once a 
kinetic adventure tale of one woman’s ferocious will to escape the horrors of bondage and a shattering, 
powerful meditation on the history we all share. 
 
The Storied Life of AJ Fikry by Gabrielle Zevin 
 
A.J. Fikry’s life is not at all what he expected it to be. He lives alone, his bookstore is experiencing the 
worst sales in its history, and now his prized possession, a rare collection of Poe poems, has been stolen. 
But when a mysterious package appears at the bookstore, its unexpected arrival gives Fikry the chance 
to make his life over--and see everything anew. 
 
Manhattan Beach by Jennifer Egan 
Anna Kerrigan, nearly twelve years old, accompanies her father to visit Dexter Styles, a man who, she 
gleans, is crucial to the survival of her father and her family. She is mesmerized by the sea beyond the 
house and by some charged mystery between the two men. Years later, her father has disappeared and 
the country is at war. Anna works at the Brooklyn Naval Yard, where women are allowed to hold jobs that 
once belonged to men, now soldiers abroad. She becomes the first female diver, the most dangerous and 
exclusive of occupations, repairing the ships that will help America win the war. One evening at a 
nightclub, she meets Dexter Styles again, and begins to understand the complexity of her father’s life, the 
reasons he might have vanished. 
    


